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Birthday:
Dec. 15th, 1982

Address:
3044 Cook Hall


2220 Campus Drive

Evanston, Illinois, 60208

United States
Phone:
+1 847-467 6431 / +1 224-307 0070
Email:
zhilin.yu@northwestern.edu
Research Interest
Polymerization; Bio-Inspired Materials; Self-Assembly; Hybrid Materials; Stimulus-Responsive Systems
Education & Professional Background

Postdoctoral Fellow
Since 09. 2013, Department of Chemistry, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
Research Advisor: Prof. Samuel I. Stupp

Ph.D., Chemistry (Summa Cum Laude)
09. 2009-05. 2013, Laboratory of Organic Chemistry and Functional Materials, Department of Chemistry, Humboldt-Universitaet zu Berin, Berlin, Germany
Research Advisor: Prof. Stefan Hecht
M. S., Organic Chemistry (First Class Honors)
09. 2006-07. 2009, Institute of Element-Organic Chemistry, Department of Chemistry, Nankai University, Tianjin, China
Research Advisor: Prof. Yu Liu
B. S., Applied Chemistry
09. 2002-07. 2006, Department of Applied Chemistry, Tianjin University, Tianjin, China
Research Advisor: Prof. Wenqin Zhang
Honors & Awards
Georg-Manecke-Award
The Berlin-Brandenburg Polymer Society，2014
Fischer-Nernst-Prize
Humboldt Universitaet zu Berlin，2014

‘Wanxiang’ Prize for Outstanding Research Paper
Nankai University, 2008
‘Yang Shixian’ Prize (Selected from the First-Class Scholarship) 
Nankai University, 2008

The First-Class Scholarship
Nankai University (Top 1%), 2008

Second-Class Prize of Jiali liangyou
Tianjin University, 2005

Distinguished Student of School of Science
Tianjin University, 2003, 2004, & 2005
Selective Publications (first student authorship)
1. Zhilin Yu, Stefan Hecht*, "Remote Control Over Folding by Light" Chem. Comm. In Press, DIO: 10.1039/c6cc01423b.

2. Zhilin Yu, Faifan Tantakitti, Tao Yu, Liam C. Palmer, George Schatz, Samuel I. Stupp*, "Simultaneous Covalent and Non-Covalent Hybrid Polymerizations" Science, 2016, 351, 497-502.
3. Zhilin Yu, Stefan Hecht*, Control over Unfolding Pathways by Localizing Photoisomerization Events within Heterosequence Oligoazobenzene Foldamers. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2013, 52, 13740-13744.

4. Zhilin Yu, Steffen Weidner, Thomas Risse,* Stefan Hecht*, The Role of Statistics and Microenvironment for The Photoresponse in Multi-Switch Architectures: The Case of Photoswitchable Oligoazobenzene Foldamers. Chem. Sci. 2013, 4, 4156-4167.

5. Zhilin Yu, Stefan Hecht*, Cooperative Switching Events in Azobenzene Foldamer Denaturation. Chem. Eur. J. 2012, 18, 10519-10524. 

6. Zhilin Yu, Stefan Hecht*, Reversible and Quantitative Denaturation of Amphiphilic Oligo(azobenzene) Foldamers. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2011, 50, 1640-1643. 

7. David Bléger,* Zhilin Yu, Stefan Hecht*, Toward optomechanics: Maximizing the photodeformation of individual molecules. Chem. Comm. 2011, 47, 12260-12266. 

8. Yu Liu,* Zhilin Yu, Yingming Zhang, Dongsheng Guo, Yuping Liu, Supramolecular Architectures of beta-Cyclodextrin-Modified Chitosan and Pyrene Derivatives Mediated by Carbon Nanotubes and their DNA Condensation. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2008, 130, 10431-10439. 
9. Zhilin Yu, Stefan Hecht*, "Influence of Linkage Chemistry on Folding, Self-Assembly, and Photoresponse of Amphiphilic Azobenzene Main Chain Polymers" J. Polym. Sci. A Polym Chem 2015, 53, 313–318.
Patents
1. Samuel I. Stupp, Zhilin Yu, “Simultaneous covalent and non-covalent polymerizations for hybrid soft materials”, 2015, ID: 62233854.
2. Yu Liu, Zhilin Yu, Yong Chen, “Preparation and Application of Beta-Cyclodextrin-Modified GO and their Supramolecular Complexes”2009, CN101565384 B.
Talks and Posters
NTU-NU Nanomedicine Symposium
Hawaii, USA, 2015 (talk)
Northwestern University
Evanston, USA, 2013 (talk)
2012 IUPAC World Polymer Congress
Blacksburg, USA, 2012 (talk)

SFB765 / MESA+ - Symposium
Free University, Berlin, Germany, 2012 (talk)

Cost Meeting 2010 - Foldamers: Design, Synthesis and Applications
Bologna, Italy, 2010 (talk)
Precision Polymer Materials
San Feliu de Guixol, Spain, 2012 (poster)

Polydays 2012
Berlin, Germany, 2012 (poster)

1st International IRIS Symposium
Berlin, Germany, 2010 (poster)

The 14th Macrocyclic Chemistry and 6th Supramolecular Chemistry Conference of Chinese Chemical Society,
Lanzhou, China, Aug 2008. (poster)
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